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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Becky Miller, Second Harvest Food Bank

              330.792.5522 ext. 14

MAHONING COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION HELPS FEED 

HUNGRY FAMILIES THROUGH A COUNTY-WIDE FOOD FIGHT

 To benefit Second Harvest Food Bank of the Mahoning Valley

     Youngstown, OH (09/15/11) In recognition of Hunger Action Month, the Mahoning County Bar Association is hosting a “Food Fight” to raise money and collect food to feed our hungry friends and neighbors.  A Kick-off reception and announcement of the project will be held Monday, September 19 at 4:00 p.m. at the Food Bank located at 2805 Salt Springs Road in Youngstown.  Carol S. Marx, president of the Ohio State Bar Association and Denise Houston, Ohio Association for Justice are scheduled to attend.   
     All attorneys in Mahoning County are invited to participate.  Attorneys will be divided into three categories: sole lawyer offices, 2-5 lawyers (Small Firms) and 6 plus lawyers (Large Firms). The attorney/firm that collects the most pounds of food and/or monetary equivalent will be recognized at the Wrap-up ceremony on Friday, October 14 at 3:00 p.m. at the rotunda of the Mahoning County Courthouse in Youngstown.  The Attorney General and the Supreme Court Justices have been invited to recognize the efforts of the attorneys and firms that collect the most food and or funds through the “Food Fight.”  If you would like to participate, please call Becky Miller at 330.792.5522.  The community is invited to participate in the event by dropping-off donations at the Mahoning County Bar Association located at 114 East Front Street in Youngstown or at a Mahoning County law office of their choice.   
     “We are extremely grateful to the Mahoning County Bar Association for their leadership on this Hunger Action Month project,” said Michael Iberis, executive director, Second Harvest Food Bank.  “For every $1.00 raised, the Food Bank can distribute $15.00 worth of food to hungry people in our community.”

“In recognition of Hunger Action Month, The Mahoning County Bar Association and its members wanted to do something to help feed the increasing number of hungry families in our community,” said Rob Rusu, president of the Mahoning County Bar Association.  “When we heard that nearly 30,000 children in the Valley live in poverty, we felt that it was our duty to step up and help the Food Bank meet this increasing need.” 
     Second Harvest Food Bank of the Mahoning Valley distributes food to 153 hunger relief organizations in Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties.  These organizations include church pantries, homeless shelters and soup kitchens, shelters for battered women and after-school programs.  In 2010, the Food Bank distributed 8.3 million pounds of food – a 1 million pound increase over the previous year.  For more information on how you can help feed hungry families in our community, please visit www.mahoningvalleysecondharvest.org or call 330.792.5522.  

