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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Mike Iberis, Second Harvest Food Bank  

330.792-5522
THE OHIO BENEFIT BANK MOBILE EXPRESS COMES TO THE MAHONING VALLEY TO ASSIST 

U.S. MILITARY VETERANS WITH MUCH NEEDED RESOURCES 

Second Harvest of the Mahoning Valley and Veteran Services Commission encourage veterans to obtain services that are available to them in their time of need

     YOUNGSTOWN (09/08/11) – Second Harvest Food Bank of the Mahoning Valley invited the Ohio Benefit Bank (OBB) Mobile Express to the Mahoning Valley to connect veterans who are financially struggling to the services and programs that are available to them during their time of need.  The OBB Mobile Express will be parked in the parking lot of the Veteran Services Commission located at 2031 Belmont Avenue in Youngstown.  The van will be available during the following hours:
· Monday, September 12: 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

· Tuesday, September 13: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

· Wednesday, September 14:  9:00 a.m. – noon

     This event is also open to all individuals and families.  The OBB Mobile Express is a van equipped with eight work stations and there will be four trained OBB Counselors onsite to assist veterans and their families with determining which services match their needs.  The programs that the OBB connects people to include work supports, income enhancements and assistance programs such as food assistance, subsidized child care, as well as healthcare and prescription assistance. 
     “The Ohio Benefit Bank is a great resource to the state of Ohio and the Mahoning Valley,” said Michael Iberis, executive director, Second Harvest Food Bank.  “It is simple,” Iberis said, “the individual sits with a trained counselor and his/her personal information is entered into the computer system and eligibility for various services is determined immediately. It streamlines the tedious process of applying for assistance, making it much easier for those that are eligible to receive the services they need.” 

     Second Harvest Food Bank of the Mahoning Valley distributes food to 153 hunger relief organizations in Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties.  These organizations include church pantries, homeless shelters and soup kitchens, shelters for battered women and after-school programs.  In 2010, the Food Bank distributed 8.3 million pounds of food to hungry people in the Mahoning Valley. 
